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DESALINATION PLANT 

442. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Premier:  
Will the Premier inform the House why the Government is proceeding with the construction of a desalination 
plant to supply the integrated water supply system?   

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
We all know that Western Australia has a dry climate.  We also need to note that that dry climate is becoming 
drier.  This fact was recognised by my Government when we came to power in 2001.  As members know, over 
the past couple of years we have initiated a range of measures to deal with this changed set of circumstances that 
we face in Western Australia.  I can point to our highly successful program to involve householders in Western 
Australia in water efficiency and water conservation measures.  I can talk about the overall approach that we 
have taken to our domestic sector.  Unlike the eastern States, this has all been done without the decimation of the 
nursery industry, because we have consulted and worked with our nursery industry on all these issues.  We have 
done a lot already.  We have invested more than $100 million, we have found new ways to supply water to our 
system and we have involved the public.  We are dealing with issues in relation to industry and the irrigation 
sector.  However, we always said that we would have to do more and that there also would have to be a new 
long-term supply of water to the integrated system in Western Australia.  Our dams are at very low levels.  We 
need to plan on the basis that the low rainfall we now have will be projected into the future, because to do 
anything else would be to put at risk the future of Western Australia, and we are not willing to do that.  We have 
studied alternative sources.  We have insufficient information about the south west Yarragadee.  It would be 
irresponsible to make a decision about that underground water, so we have decided to go down the route of 
desalination.   

The people of Western Australia will have a number of choices at the next election.  One of them will be on the 
question of desalination.  The Opposition has indicated that it is opposed to it.  It has said that it is unnecessary.  
I believe that the people of Western Australia are right behind the Government, because we are planning for the 
future of this State.  Just as we are building the rail line to the southern suburbs, investing $1 billion in our 
electricity network and investing in our port system and the roads throughout Western Australia, we are planning 
for the future of water supplies.  Let us contrast our approach to the planning of water supplies for the future of 
Western Australia with that of the other side.  The Leader of the Opposition has indicated that he is opposed to 
the desalination plant.  What happened when the Opposition was in government?  An article in The West 
Australian of 7 May 1999, under then Premier Richard Court, is headed “Budget plans to drought-proof city”.  
The then Government’s philosophy to deal with the dry climate was to build more dams.  That was a very smart 
policy, when the climate is producing drier seasons every year!  We can compare the non-policy of the now 
Opposition when in government and the risk policy of the Leader of the Opposition with the policy of the Labor 
Party - looking ahead and planning for the future of Western Australia.  We are not prepared to gamble on the 
fact that there may be increased rain in the future.  All the evidence we have from our scientific advisers tells us 
that our dry climate will become drier.  The people will have a clear choice at the next election: a vote for Labor, 
which would be a vote for a realistic plan for the future of our city and for the future of our water supplies, or a 
vote for the Opposition, which is opposed to the desalination plant and has no alternative approach to deal with 
our climate.  That will be one of the many reasons that we will go into the election campaign with great 
confidence, because we are looking to the future and planning for the future of the people of Western Australia.   
 


